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•	 NAHCON approves 117 Tour Opera-

tor Companies for 2018 Hajj

•	 NAHCON REFUNDS  N820 MIL-

LION TO 2017 PILGRIMS
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The National Hajj Commission of Nigeria (NAHCON) 
The National Haj Commission of Nigeria (NAH-

CON) and the National Identity Management Commission 
(NIMC) have agreed to partner on Pilgrims’ registration for 
the 2018 Hajj.							     
Speaking at the occasion, the Chairman/CEO of NAH-
CON Barr. Abdullahi Mukhtar Muhammad underscored 
the linkage between possession of National Identity card by 
Pilgrims as a registration tool for 2018 Hajj. 			 
He stressed that the NIMC would serve as a veritable tool, 
to capture bio-metric of Pilgrims going to perform the 2018 
Hajj and assured that the Commission would help to en-
sure that the State Pilgrims Welfare Boards as well as Tour 
Operators participate in the exercise for harmonization of 
citizen’s data.				    According to NAH-
CON CEO: “having Pilgrims data is one of the responsibil-
ities of the Commission as contained in the NAHCON Act, 
so if there is a government agency whose statutory work is 
to do that, other than Hajj Commission, therefore it became 
imperative to relate with that agency, in order to achieve 
common goals. The National Hajj Commission of Nigeria 
(NAHCON) will ensure every Intending Pilgrim secures 
NIMC number before embarking on 2018 Hajj.”		
			   Barr. Abdullahi assured that NAH-

CON staff that would handle the registration, would not 
only be trustworthy but would uphold the highest ethical 
standard of privacy and non-disclosure of data during the 
handling of the exercise. 					   
				    Earlier in his welcome re-
marks, the Director General of NIMC, Engr. Aliyu A. Aziz 
expressed appreciation to the NAHCON Management for 
keying into the program of Registration for all Nigerians by 
July deadline, adding that the Hajj Commission ranked first 
among the Federal Government Organizations that shared 
the NIMC core values. 					   
		  He therefore appealed to other Government 
agencies, to assist the Organization in propagating the im-
portance of registra-
tion, so that the NIMC 
can achieve its over all 
mandate and objec-
tives. “We want you 
and others to assist us 
in getting many Nige-
rians to participate in 
the registration exer-
cise. 

NAHCON PARTNERS WITH NIMC ON PILGRIMS DATA 
REGISTRATION

NAHCON Chairman/CEO Barr. Abdullahi Mukhtar Muhammad and Commissioner PPMF, Alhaji Yusuf Adebayo Ibra-
him, Director ICT, Dr Ashiru Sani Daura and NAHCON’s Legal Adviser Nasir Habeeb with NIMC management team
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THROUGH THE LENS

Chairman/CEO Barrister Abdullahi Mukthar Muhammad  
in a handshake with the Executive Secretary of NCPC Rev. 
Thor Ujah during the budget defense at National Assem-
bly

Chairman/CEO in a group photo with staff of the Commission at the end of a security awareness training organized for 
NAHCON staff in Abuja

NAHCON EXECUTIVES AT BUDGET DEFENSE AT NASS.

R-L Director PRSILS Suleiman Usman sharing a note with 
AD admin R.O Abdulsalam
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NAHCON DEFENDS 2018 BUDGET NAHCON approves 117 Tour 
Operator Companies for 2018 

Hajj:
The National Hajj Commission of 
Nigeria (NAHCON), yesterday ap-
peared before the Senate Commit-
tee on Federal Character and Inter 
Govermental Affairs to defend its 
2018 Annual budget.
	 The budget estimate of 
N1.559.818.216 Billion is made 
up of both Recurrent and Capital 
expenditure for the year.
	 Presenting the figure, the 
Chairman /CEO, Barrister Abdul-
lah Mukhtar Muhammad, MON, 
FCIA said the expenditure will 
take care of the salaries of staff as 
well as  renovation and furnishing 
of the Commission’s newly ac-
quired Corporate headquarters.
	 Meanwhile, the Senate 
Committee on Federal Character 
and Inter Govermental Affairs 
has commended the Commission 

for its foresight and ingenuity in 
the acquisition of the Metro Plaza 
edifice. 
	 The commendation was 
made by a member of the commit-
tee, Senator Joshua Ladani, who 
represents Gombe South at the 
Upper Chamber, said that the feat 
is not only good but a testimonial 
of the commission’s commitment 
to achieving the the Federal Gov-
ernment objective of self - reliance 
for the MDA’s.
	 In his submission, Barr 
Abdullahi disclosed that the bulk 
of the fund for the purchase of the 
property was sourced internally 
through the internally generat-
ed revenue derived from service 
charge levied by the Commission 
on service providers rather than 
the Pilgrims. 

President Muhammadu Buhari 
has restated his commitment to 
the welfare, health and security 
needs of Nigerian pilgrims while 
on pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia. 
The President made this commit-
ment after receiving a briefing on 
the 2018 Hajj MoU Meeting held 
in Saudi Arabia from the Minis-
ter of State Foreign Affairs, Hon. 
Khadija Bukar Abba Ibrahim and 
the Chairman / Chief Executive 
Officer of the National Hajj Com-
mission of Nigeria, (NAHCON), 
Barrister Abdullahi Mukhtar Mu-
hammad at the Presidential Villa 
on Friday.
	 The President was in-
formed that Nigeria’s approved 
quota for Hajj 2018 was 95,000 slots 
with 75,000 going to State Pilgrims 
Welfare Boards and Agencies and 
20,000 going to Private Tour Op-
erators. He was also briefed about 
some of the new policies intro-
duced by the Saudi Arabian Gov-

ernment which included payment 
of Value Added Tax (VAT) by all 
consumers of goods and services 
in Saudi Arabia beginning 1 st Jan-
uary, 2018; Fixing of May 2018 as 
the deadline for the conclusion of 
all Hajj arrangements and the in-
troduction of biometric data cap-
ture for all intending pilgrims.
	 President Buhari who ex-
pressed concern over the chal-
lenges currently faced by intend-
ing Umrah pilgrims observed that 
Nigeria was not against the intro-
duction of Biometrics capture by 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia but 
rather, the hardship caused by the 
non-preparedness of the company 
appointed to implement the poli-
cy in Nigeria. He assured Nigerian 
pilgrims of his commitment to ad-
dress the problem along with its at-
tendant consequences on Hajj and 
Umrah operations in
the country.

PRESIDENT MUHAMMADU BUHARI RESTATED COMMIT-
MENT TO THE WELFARE, HEALTH AND SECURITY NEEDS OF 
NIGERIAN PILGRIMS 

For more information on Hajj and Umrah visit guide.nigeriahajjcom.gov.ng 

The National Hajj Commission of Nigeria 
(NAHCON)approved Licences for 117 Tour 
Operator Companies for the 2018 Hajj Oper-
ations.
	 This followed the meeting of require-
ments after due diligence put in place by the 
Commission.
	 Head Tour Operators Unit,Alh.Alidu 
Shutti stated that the Chairman/CEO of NAH-
CON,Barr.Abdullahi Mukhtar Muhammad 
has also approved the distribution of 20,000 
Hajj Seats among the 117 Licensed Companies 
based on their gradings.
	 The Chairman enjoined intending 
Pilgrims not to patronize any Company not 
Licensed by the Commission.
It would be recalled that 114 Companies 
applied to the Commission for 2018 Hajj Li-
cence,and about 54 Companies were disqual-
ified during the Prequalification exercise for 
various breaches and violations,ranging from 
sub standard accommodation for Pilgrims,late 
submission of registration forms,expiration of 
Umrah license,non-operation of three con-
secutive Umrah Service and indebtedness to 
NAHCON.
	 35 Companies made written appeals 
against their disqualifications and those with 
genuine reasons were considered and par-
doned.



NAHCON REFUNDS  N820 MILLION TO 2017 PILGRIMS.
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In furtherance of its regulatory functions, the National 
Hajj Commission of Nigeria (NAHCON) has effected 
refunds for the 2017 Hajj exercise. The refund which was 
done in two batches after necessary reconciliations with 
the affected State Pilgrims Welfare Boards/Agencies con-
sisted of monies to be returned to pilgrims and officials 
that paid but did not embark on the Hajj journey, refunds 
for poor and un-rendered services as well as refunds for 
those states that did not receive zam-zam water for their 
pilgrims.
	 The first batch of the refunds consisted of the sum 
of Four Hundred and One Million, Two Hundred and 
Ninety-one Thousand, Six Hundred and Fifty-Eight Naira, 
Fourty-one Kobo (N401,291,658.41), disbursed to elev-

en (11) States in December, 2017 while the second batch 
consisted of Four Hundred and Eighteen Million, Nine 
Hundred and Ninety-Two Thousand, Three Hundred 
and Seven Naira, Seventy-Seven Kobo (N418,992,307.77) 
disbursed to ten State Pilgrims’ Welfare Boards/Agencies 
including those of the the FCT and Armed Forces in Feb-
ruary 2018. All Pilgrims Welfare Boards and Agencies are 
expected to make the refunds to the affected pilgrims in 
line with extant financial regulations and submit their re-
cords and proof of payments to the Commission not later 
than 30th March, 2018. Any fund not claimed by this date 
should be returned to the Commission on or before 15th 
April, 2018


